
❖ Prominent thinkers of modernity have bequeathed their intellectual projects in the forms of collections of

research fragments to the editorial care of readers who should act as “an extension of the author” (Novalis).

❖ These collections record reflections on the ethics of the hermeneutic process and on the editorial practices of

its articulation.

❖ The curation of such texts requires a synergistic representation of their material form, editorial methodology,

and processual discourse order.

❖ Their digital remediation, computational modeling, visual representation and social annotation would articulate

the full dimensionality of the fragment genre’s hermeneutic project, while lending it the pluralistic authorship

and dynamic publication its practitioners have envisioned.

❖ The design of a digital editing environment for the fragment genre could translate its ethics of curation into a

workspace for constructing multimodal interpretive discourse that resists instrumentality and fosters the agency

and relational potential of represented phenomena.
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XML-TEI markup: formal and content elements as the building

blocks of semantic networks

❑ Semantic segmentation: date divisions; paragraphs; marginalia;

❑ Linguistic diversity: Italian, Latin, Greek, French, Spanish, English,

German, Hebrew

❑ Underlining: typographic & rhetorical

❑ Additions:

• margin (foot, attached, unattached)

• interlinear

• inline

❑ intra-textual references

❑ thematic indexes

❑ bibliographic references

❑ person names

❑ place names

❑ editorial corrections, normalizations, suggestions, etc.

Walter Benjamin S. T. Coleridge    Joseph Joubert   Giacomo Leopardi  Georg Lichtenberg Friedrich Nietzsche    Novalis    Blaise Pascal    Friedrich Schlegel   Paul Valéry   Ludwig Wittgenstein

Critical insight as “thought-images” – W. Benjamin

“the thoughts that come to us are worth more than the ones we seek” --J. Joubert 

“truth is an intention-less state of being” – W. Benjamin

“my thoughts were soon crippled if I tried to force them on in any single direction” – L. Wittgenstein 

synthesis of interrelations as a “flash-like image” – G. Leopardi

Semantic Ontologies 

Indexes: taxonomy of formal features and semantic value

RESEARCH QUESTIONS Configuring the Hermeneutic Discourse of the Fragment Genre

CASE STUDY Giacomo Leopardi’s Zibaldone

Research platform: www.DigitalZibaldone.net
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Intra-textual references: taxonomy of formal features and semantic values

Linked data: person names and bibliographic references 

enhanced with authority files

Person names: typology in text and Wikidata properties 

Subordinate  (“To 
p.#”)

• strictly subordinate 

• (footnote function; no other links)

• partially autonomous (fragment has additional links)

Parallel (“See p.#”)

• during composition;

• stated in the body of text

• during re-reading;

• stated in the margin / at the end of passage

Contextual (“See p.#; 
p.#, and p. #)

• non-sequential pages listed together in the same reference

Target Specificity

• Specific location as page/para #

• implicit (“see on the previous page”; “see further down”)

• unspecified/editorial (“as I’ve said elsewhere”)

Target Granularity

• lines of text

• marginal addition

• page / paragraph

• specified sequence of p/p

• open-ended sequence of p/p
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